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An Uber self-driving car hit and killed a woman crossing the street in Arizona, police
said, marking the first fatality involving an autonomous vehicle.

The ride services company said it was suspending North American tests of its self-
driving vehicles, which are currently going on in Arizona, Pittsburgh and Toronto.

The Uber vehicle traveling at about 65 km per hour was in autonomous mode with an
operator behind the wheel, police said.
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Official data showed China's economic growth for the 2017 full year picked up to 6.9
percent year-on-year, the first annual acceleration for the economy since 2010. Growth
in the October to December period from a year earlier was 6.8 percent, unchanged from
the third quarter.

China's economy grew faster than expected in the fourth quarter, helped by a rebound

in the industrial sector, a resilient property market and strong export growth.
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North Korea’s Kim Jong Un has made his first ever foreign trip as leader to meet
China’s president Xi Jinping, vowing he is “committed to denuclearization” and willing
to hold summits with the South and the US.

Kim had not met Xi since taking over after the death of his father in 2011. Kim told Xi
that he was ready to hold a summit with South Korean President Moon Jae-in as well

as US President Donald Trump, according to China’s Xinhua news agency.
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Russia’s ambassador to Lebanon said any U.S. missiles fired at Syria would be shot
down and the launch sites targeted, a step that could trigger a major escalation in the
Syrian war.

The Russian military said on March 13 that it would respond to any U.S. strike on
Syria, targeting any missiles and launchers involved in such an attack. Russia is Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad’s most powerful ally.

The United States and its allies are considering whether to hit Syria over a suspected
poison gas attack.
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