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Japan to Boost Business Travel Spending to 860 billion Yen

On March 30, the government held a ministerial meeting to promote
Japan as a tourism-oriented country and decided on a new action plan
to expand inbound tourism. The government has set a target of raising
the amount of travel spending by business visitors to Japan to 860
billion yen by 2025, when the Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan will be
held, up 20 pct from 2019, before the outbreak of the novel
coronavirus.

"We aim to expand inbound tourism in the new era by promoting
international people-to-people exchanges,” Prime Minister KISHIDA
Fumio said at the meeting. The ministries and agencies concerned will
include costs for implementing the measures in their budget requests
for fiscal 2024.

As a concrete measure to expand business travel, the plan calls for
promoting the holding of international conferences in Japan. It aims to
rank fifth in the world in terms of the number of events held by 2030,
compared with eighth place in 2019.

The government will also take measures to increase the number of
visitors to Japan in the fields of education, research, culture, arts and
sports. By setting up a world-class international research center, the
government hopes to increase the number of researchers from
B8R overseas. The plan also calls for attracting more people to international
art fairs and experiencing martial arts. END
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